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A LIFE OF PAIN

FADE | N:

EXT. NEWYORK CI TY - UPPER EAST SIDE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

An upper -cl ass nei ghborhood. d eam ng SKYSCRAPERS glisten in
t he sunlight on a beautiful day. The CAMERA pans upward,
towards the very TOP of one of the buildings. It seens |like
it mght touch the sun... As we reach the PENTHOUSE. .

I NT. NEW YORK CI TY APARTMENT - PENTHOUSE - DAY

An spaci ous, New York penthouse, which contains all the
anenities you d expect. In the corner, LU SA a beautiful,
artistic, Latina woman in her |ate-30s, sits by an easel,

wor king on a nearly finished painting of two children, a boy
and a girl. Nearby, on the phone, her husband, |VAN, Russian
accent, handsonme and form dabl e, paces on the phone.

| VAN
"1l get you your noney. Just give
nme one nore week.

Stay on Luisa' s face, as she tries to concentrate on her
pai nting, but can’'t help but worry that the phone call neans
troubl e.

That’ s when two CHI LDREN burst in the door wearing private
school unifornms. This is MAX (12) and VI STOKI A (8),

ni cknaned Vi cky. And we can see they're the two children in
their nother’s painting.

MAX
W re hone. Can | have a snack?

I VAN
(hangi ng up the phone)
Not now. We're going to the park.

LU SA
(concer ned)
Ivan... No.

VI STOKI A
(excited)
| want to go to the park, too!

LU SA
We can go anot her tine.



| VAN
W' || go now.

And we can see his word is final. Luisa reluctantly |eaves
her easel behind as we...

EXT. CENTRAL PARK - DAY

Luisa sits on a blanket with a picnic basket. Mx and Vicky
are tossing a beach ball back and forth. Vicky keeps m ssing
it. A GUTAR rests on the bl anket.

MAX
You know, you’d be a lot nore fun
to play with if you could catch the
bal | just once.

VI STOKI A
You're throwing it too fast
MAX
No, you're catching it too slow
LU SA
Sl ow LY
MAX
What ?
LU SA
Too SLOALY, not too slow. G ammar,
mj o.
MAX
What ever.

Luisa is distracted when she sees Ivan, sone di stance away,
tal king to some angry | ooking Russian guys. Their voices are
rai sed, angry. Max | ooks over there, interested, concerned.

MAX
Dad. . .

Lui sa picks up the guitar.

LU SA
Max, why don’t you play something?

MAX
Now?



LUl SA
Yes. Now.

Max is still worried, but he picks up the guitar and begins
to play. His sister rests on her belly, enjoying his nusic.
As he plays, suddenly a GUNSHOT i s HEARD
Luisa gasps in fear. Max freezes. Starts to turn around.
LU SA
Don’t turn around. Keep playing.
Just keep playing, Max.

MAX
But - -

LUl SA
Max. Just keep playing!

Max, frightened, keeps playing. W |ook past himto see
VAN, in a POCL OF BLOOD.

DI SSOLVE TO

BLACK
LEGEND: “SI X MONTHS LATER’

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY

A very different world. Grls in bikinis rollerblading.
Henna tattoo artists line the street. Tourists in Hawaiian
shirts. Piercings, multi-colored hair.

LEGEND: “VEN CE, CALIFORNIA.”

Above it all, the balcony of a small apartnent overl ooking

t he boardwal k, which is where we find Max, now in shorts and
at-shirt, the beach ball in his hand. He doens’'t |ook too
happy.

I NT. SMALL APARTMENT - DAY

Luisa’s painting hangs on the wall. A few remai nders of
their former life cranmed into this small space. Vicky is
wat chi ng Spongebob on TV. Max wanders in and changes the
channel .

VI STOKI A
I want to watch Spongebob!



MAX
Vell, | want to watch sonet hi ng
el se.

VI STCXKI A
Mom

Lui sa appears. Wrn out. Practically a different person.

MAX
| don't want to watch freaking
Spongebob.

VI STOKI A
He' s nean.

W now see Luisa s holding a BOTTLE in her hand. She's been
dri nki ng.

LU SA
Max, why don’t you go play your
guitar?

MAX

| don’t want to play the guitar! |
hate the guitar and | hate youl

She says nothing as he wal ks into his bedroom and sl ans the
door. Calmy, Vicky puts Spongebob back on.

I NT. SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY

Max sits in class, unable to concentrate. Looking out the
wi ndow.

TEACHER
Max. Pay attention.

Max returns his gaze to the bl ackboard. But he can’t forget
what happened to his father.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

Max waits outside the school. Sees the ol der kids snoking
cigarettes. Considers. Just then, Vicky comes smling out
of the school .

VI STCKI A
Vax!



He fakes a smile as he takes her hand and they prepare to
wal k hone.

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY
Max and Vi cky wal k through the crowded boardwal k.

VI STOKI A
And then they showed us how t o make
paper mache, did you know that when
flour gets wet it turns into
glue...?

MAX
Yeah, | knew t hat.

VI STOKI A
And then Emilio said that in Egypt,
when peopl e died, they w apped them
in paper mache and they turned into
munmi es. Bet you didn’t know that.

MAX
Cause it's not true.
VI STCKI A
s so.
MAX
Is not.
VI STCKI A

(after a pause)
Max. \What happened to our Dad?

MAX
You don’t renenber?

She shakes her head.

MAX
Not hi ng happened to him He had to
go on a trip for work, like Mom
sai d.

VI STCXKI A

But how is he going to find us when
he gets back?

MAX
Mom sent himan enmail with our new
addr ess.



VI STOKI A
But Momsaid not to tell anybody
our new address.

MAX
Anybody besi des Dad.

VI STOKI A
Wl l, when is he com ng back
al ready?

MAX
It’s areally long trip so that’s
why we cane to California.

VI STCKI A
That doesn’t make any sense.

MAX
I know it doesn’t.

They turn a corner and they reach their apartnment buil ding.
A HOVELESS MAN lurks in the alley behind the buil ding.

HOVELESS MAN
Spare sone change?

Max hands hima quarter

HOVELESS MAN
You' re going to heaven for that.

Max shrugs and takes Vicky up the stairs, but when they reach
their apartnent, they find --
I NT. SMALL APARTMENT - DAY

The apartnent has been torn upside-down. Nearly everything s
destroyed or gone.

VI STAKI A
Monf

MAX
Be qui et!

Max | ooks around, cautiously, afraid someone m ght be there.
He | ooks everywhere.

MAX
She’ s gone.



EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY
Max and Vistokia sit on the fence, watching the people go by.

VI STOKI A
Max. Why can’t we go hone?

MAX
Because the people who cane after
Mom coul d cone after us.

VI STOKI A
But what if Mom cones hone and
she’ s | ooking for us.

MAX
| don’t think that’s going to
happen.

VI STOKI A

You shoul d call Dad.

MAX
I told you he doesn’t have a phone
where he is.

VI STOKI A
Wl |l then you should email him

MAX
(1 osing patience)
W' re not calling Dad, okay? It’s
j ust us now.

VI STOKI A
But we have to find Mom

MAX
I know we do. But | don’t know how
to do that yet.

Vi st oki a notices a PCLI CEMAN on hor seback.

VI STOKI A
Hor si el

Bef ore he can stop her, Vicky runs to pet the horse.
MAX

Vi cky! You can’t pet that horse,
he’ s wor ki ng.



VI STCKI A
That's silly.

The of ficer eyes the kids.

OFFI CER
You guys here with your parents?
MAX
(before Vistokia can say
anyt hi ng)

Oh, yeah they're right over there.
In fact, they' re calling us right
now. Cone on, Vicky.

He pulls her away. The Cop watches for a nonent, and then is
di stracted by sone other noise on the boardwal k.

ON MAX AND VI STCKI A

VI STCKI A
You just lied to a policeman!

MAX
Vi cky, do you know what w Il happen
if we talk to the police?

VI STCKI A
They’ Il find Mon®?

MAX
No. kay, they won’t find Mom
they' Il send us into foster care.

They could split us up. W could
get put in an orphanage.

VI STOKI A
(eyes wi deni ng)
Li ke Annie?
MAX

Wrse than |ike Annie. W have to
stay together, Vicky. W don’t
have anybody el se.

Vi cky nods, seenming to understand.

VI STCXKI A
But, like... don't we need noney?

SMASH TO



EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - LATE DAY

Max is sitting, guitar case open, playing beautifully,
Vi stokia by his side. He sings in Spanish.

Touri sts pass by, think he’s adorable, they drop noney into
hi s case.

Vistokia falls asleep as Max pl ays.

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - NI GHT
Max packs up his guitar, gently wakes Vistokia up.
MAX
C non Vicky. You want to get
sonmething to eat?

VI STOKI A
I want pizza.

Max | ooks at the handful of noney he nade.
MAX
Good idea. Let’'s get pizza.
I NT. PIZZA PARLOR - NI GHT

Max and Vi stokia share a cheese pizza. Sone kids are playing
DANCE REVOLUTI ON in the back.

VI STOKI A
I want to play Dance Revol ution
MAX
Wl l, you can’t.
VI STOKI A
Way not ?
MAX

Because it costs noney.

VI STOKI A
So?

Max shows her the wad of cash in his hand.
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MAX
You see this, Vicky? This is all
we have right now. For food, for
t he bus, for everything.

VI STOKI A
Max.

MAX
Yeah?

VI STOKI A

Were are we going to sl eep?

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - NI GHT

Max and Vistokia | ook for a place to sleep. Nearly every
corner and cubbyhol e is already housi ng honel ess peopl e.
They | ook scary and dirty. Vistokia |ooks frightened.

MAX
Look, we’'re not going to be I|ike
them okay?
VI STCKI A
Max... Are we honel ess?
MAX
Not for long, Vicky. | prom se.
VI STCKI A

| don’t want to be honel ess!

MAX
Do you want to be in an orphanage?
Do you want to be in sone famly
wi t hout me?

Vi cky shakes her head.

MAX
Listen to ne. 1’magoing to take
care of this. | promse. Ckay?
Suddenly, a voice fromthe darkness. It’s the Honel ess Man

t hat Max gave noney to earlier

HOVELESS MAN
You need a place to stay?

MAX
W' re fine.



11.

VI STCKI A
W' re not fine.
HOVELESS MAN
Hey. | can help you. You in a

position to turn it down?

Max consi ders. It doesn’t seem safe, but he feels he doesn't
have nuch choi ce.

EXT. W NNEBAGO - DAY
A small, rusty beach Wnnebago. It’s crap, but it’s a roof.

MAX
You |live here?

HOVELESS MAN
Hey, come on, it’s better than the
under pass. Got a bed you can sl eep

on.

MAX
(guar ded)

Were are you gonna sl eep?
HOVELESS MAN

It’s a nice night. 1'Il sleep

out si de.
MAX

Real | y?
HOVELESS MAN

I"’mnot here to hurt you or your
sister. You gave nme a quarter when
you clearly weren’t in good shape
yourself. I'mjust returning the
favor. You can stay here as |ong
as you want.

MAX
W won’t stay | ong.
(then:)
Thank you.

The man just nods.

MAX
Hey, what’'s your nane?
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HOVELESS MAN
It’s M ke.

MAX
M ke what ?

HOVELESS MAN
Just M ke.

Max accepts that.

I NT. W NNEBAGO - NI GHT

Vi cky sleeps on the worn mattress. But Max isn’t doing nuch
sleeping. He is flipping through a PHONE BOOK. An ad “FIND
M SSI NG PERSONS! ”  Max checks to see that Mke is not

| ooki ng.

THROUGH THE W NDOW - MAX'S P. QO V.

M ke is sleeping on the beach.

I NT. W NNEBAGO - N GHT

Max tears the page out of the phone book and puts it back
where he found it.

I NT. W NNEBAGO - NEXT MORNI NG

Max i s waking Vistokia up.

MAX
Come on. W have to go to school.
VI STOKI A
We still have to go to school ?
MAX
If we don’t go soneone will notice.
They' Il 1ook for us. W have to
act like everything is totally

nor nal

Vi st oki @ nods, not sure what that neans...

I NT. SCHOOL - DAY

Max sits in class, |ooking out the wi ndow as usual.
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TEACHER
Max. Pay attention.

Max refocuses his attention. The girl sitting behind him
eyes himaccusingly.

G RL
(whi spering)
Hey. Didn't you wear those clothes
yest er day?

Max ignores her, but realizes he’s got to deal with that...

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY - OVER MJSI C

Max playing his guitar. Tourists dropping noney in his case.

I NT. CLOTHI NG SHOP - DAY

Max and Vistokia are trying on clothes at a funky store. Max
keeps checking the nmoney in his hand. The SHOPKEEPER t hi nks
they' re kind of cute. Vistokia is holding three cute

dr esses.

MAX
| can’t afford themall. | have to
get a couple shirts, too. Put one
of them back.

VI STOKI A
But | |ike them

SHOPKEEPER
Hey. The dresses are buy 2 get one
free today.

Vi st oki a beans with joy.

VI STCKI A
(to Max)
Then if | get four | can get two
freel
MAX

W'l take these. Thanks.



EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY

Vi stokia is playing on Miscl e Beach.

14.

Max keeps an eye on her

as he stands at a pay phone, dialing the nunber on the phone

book page.
VO CE (V.0)
Veni ce Private Investigations, can
| help you?
MAX

Un hi, um how nmuch does it cost

if | want to find sonmeone?

VO CE (V. Q)

You shoul d probably put your

t he phone, sweeti e.

MAX

nom on

Wll, that’s who I'mtrying to

find, | nmean, but that’s
confidential, right?

VO CE (V. Q)

Can you put your dad on the phone?

MAX

My dad was shot in a drug deal. MW
nmmis mssing. And | really need
to find her. Can you guys help ne

or not?

(he realizes she’s hung

up)
Hell 0? Hell 0?

Max hangs up the phone. Frustrated.

EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY

Max is playing his guitar. A woman passes by -- she’s
wearing an outfit that |ooks JUST |ike the one Luisa was
wearing in the first scene. Vicky leaps to her feet.

VI STAKI A
Mom

The wonan turns around -- it’'s clear

it'’s not their nother.

Vicky’'s smle fades. But the beautiful woman’s face softens
when she sees the two children. This is ELAINE



MAX
Sorry about ny sister. She thought
you were someone el se.

He resumes his playing.
ELAI NE

Ww. So you’'re the one playing
t hat beautiful nusic.

Max nods.
ELAI NE
You' re really talented. | mean
t hat .
MAX
Thanks.
ELAI NE
Who taught you to play?
MAX
Oh, | had private | essons.

She | ooks at hi m skeptically.

MAX
I nean, fromny dad. M/ dad gave
me | essons. But he's dead now.

Vi st oki a opens her nouth, but Max gives her a kick.

ELAI NE
You poor thing... Hey. | have a
crazy idea. M husband owns a
restaurant over on Rose. W’ve
been wanting to add |ive nusic.
How d you like to conme play there
t onor r ow ni ght ?

VI STCKI A
(excited)
In a restaurant?!
MAX
(playing it cool)
Wl |, how nuch does it pay?
ELAI NE

What woul d you say to forty dollars
an hour?

15.
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MVAX
How about fifty?

ELAI NE
You drive a hard bargain. Al
right. Fifty dollars an hour.

She hands hi ma card.

ELAI NE
Be there tonmorrow at five.
MAX
Thanks.
ELAI NE
My nanme’ s El ai ne.
MAX
"' m Max.
ELAI NE

It’s very nice to neet you, Max.

And as they shake hands. ..

I NT. PIZZA PARLOR - NI GHT

Max and Vistokia sit with their pizza, but Vistokia s not
eating nuch.

MAX
Aren’t you hungry?
VI STCKI A
You told her Dad was dead.
MAX
Because | wanted her to feel sorry
for us.
VI STCKI A

So he's not dead?

Max doesn’t say anything. He doesn’'t want to keep lying to
her.

VI STCXKI A
(realizing)
That’ s why he doesn’t have a phone.
That’ s why he didn’t nove here with
us. You lied to ne!
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MAX
It was Moni s idea, okay? | didn't
want to. But Momdidn't want you
to be upset. Listen, Dad died
because he was working with sone
really bad people. And | think
t hose people, they got to nomtoo.

VI STCKI A
I s Mom dead?
MAX
No. | mean, | hope not. | don't
know. But I'mtrying to find her.
VI STCKI A
(crying)
W' re honel ess orphans! | don’t
want to be honel ess orphans!
MAX
W won’'t be. | promise. You gotta
believe ne, Vicky. 1’mgoing to

figure everything out.

I NT. W NNEBAGO - N GHT

Max and Vistokia try to sleep while M ke and sonme ot her surly-
| ooking friends drink beers and | augh on the beach outside.

VI STOKI A
I don’t want to stay here anynore.

MAX
Just tonight. Tonorrow I’ m going
to work at that restaurant and then
maybe 1’11 have enough for a hotel.

VI STXKI A
| hope so.

Max agai n doesn’t sleep as he worries...

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

Max waits for Vistokia after school as always. Vistokia has
somet hing in her hand.

VI STCXKI A
It’s ny test. They want nomto
signit.
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MAX
Okay, well, 11l signit.
VI STCKI A
You don't wite |ike Mom
VAX
Then we’' Il find a grown-up to sign
it.
VI STCXKI A

Li ke who?

I NT. STORE - DAY

The clothing store fromearlier. The shopkeeper is signing
Vistokia s test.

SHOPKEEPER
Ni nety-five percent, huh? You sure
you don’t want to show this to your
nmontf?

MAX
We' Il show her when she gets back
It’s just that she’s away and our
grandnot her has arthritis and she
can't wite. And the school has
all these rules about signed tests.

SHOPKEEPER
(hands it back to her)
It’s no big deal. | used to get
people to sign tests for ne all the
tinme.

VI STOKI A
Way didn’t your parents sign then?

SHOPKEEPER
Because nost of the tine they were
too drunk to know their own names,
| et alone sign them

She eyes them suspecting that’s their truth. Little does
she know. . .

MAX
Well ... Thanks.

And as she watches them synpathetic...
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EXT. ROSEBUD RESTAURANT - EVEN NG
Max and Vi stokia stand out front, Max’s guitar in hand.

VI STCKI A
It | ooks fancy.

MAX
So. We used to eat at places like
this all the tinme in New York.

VI STOKI A
But we don’t anynore.

MAX
Vi cky, we’'re the sane people we
were in New York. You just have to
remenber that, okay? Mboney isn’t
what makes you who you are.

Vi stokia takes this in as they wal k inside.

I NT. ROSEBUD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A high-class, fancy establishnment. Well-dressed guests,
waiters in tuxedos, high priced neals. Max can’t help but be
i npressed. Elaine, at a mcrophone, introduces Max.

ELAI NE
Toni ght we have a very speci al
guest performng tonight. Let’s
have a warm wel cone for Max.

Peopl e cl ap, some watch curiously as the little boy plays his
guitar. As he plays, he keeps an eye on Vistokia, as always.

El ai ne takes Vi stokia’s hand.

ELAI NE
| bet you’'re hungry.

VI STOKI A
Yeah. Al we eat is pizza though.

ELAI NE
Wl |, how d you |ike sonething
besi des pi zza tonight.

VI STOKI A
| don’t know if we have enough
noney.
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ELAI NE
Do you know what “on the house”
means?

Vi st oki a shakes her head. Elaine snles as she takes
Vistokia into another room Max relaxes into the nusic,
pl ayi ng and si ngi ng.

I NT. ROSEBUD RESTAURANT - LATER
Max fini shes a song.

MAX
Un |’ mgonna take a bat hroom
br eak.

Everyone chuckl es as Max steps down fromthe m crophone. He
| ooks around for Vistokia.

MAX
Vi cky?

I NT. ROSEBUD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

As he makes his way into the back, where he saw El ai ne take
Vi st oki a, sonmething catches his eye. 1It’s his nother’s
painting. It’s unm stakeable. And Max suddenly realizes this
could be a trap. Elaine energes, snooth.

MAX
Were’'s ny sister?

ELAI NE
She’' s saf e.

MAX
I want to see her. Now.

ELAI NE
I"mafraid that won’t be possible.

Max tries to run past her but she stops him

MAX

What do you people want? Huh? My
dad’ s dead, okay? | know he was a
drug dealer. | know he wasn't a
good person, but he was a good dad
and now he’s dead and ny sister and
my nom they had nothing to do with
it -- so please. Let them go.



ELAI NE
I wish | could do that. But you
see your father owed us a
substantial anount of noney. You
know what substantial neans?

MAX
Like... Alot?

ELAI NE
Now | know what you m ght think of
us, but business is business. Your
not her won’t tell us where the
noney is. Your sister, well, I'm
willing to believe she doesn’'t
know. But you’'re a smart boy, Max.
You know where that noney is.

MAX
Maybe he didn’t have it. Don’t you
t hi nk he woul d have given it to you
if he did?

ELAI NE
Vll it was his job to get the
noney. And unfortunately, you ve
inherited it. You know what

i nherited --

MAX
Yes, | know what inherited neans!
Look, | have noney, okay?

He enpties his pockets and hands her a wad of cash.

MAX
That’s thirty-seven dollars. How
much do you need?

ELAI NE
Twenty thousand dol | ars.

MAX
Twenty thousand dollars? How am|
supposed to --

ELAI NE
I have a feeling you Il figure out
a way. Wat are you waiting for?
You have to play your second set.

And as she throws a wi cked smle...
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EXT. VEN CE BOARDWALK - DAY

Max is playing his guitar, furiously. He has a sign up -
PLEASE HELP - NEED MONEY FOR SICK SI STER. More peopl e stop
More people give noney. But as he counts it, it’s still not
enough.

I NT. STORE - DAY

Max is talking to the shopkeeper.

SHOPKEEPER
Ki dnapped?

MAX
They want twenty thousand doll ars.
Look, | can trust you, right? You

won’t tell the police?

SHOPKEEPER
Maybe you should tell the police.

MAX
No. These people. They killed ny
dad. And they followed us from New
York. They could kill nmy nom and

Vi cky.
SHOPKEEPER
How nmuch do you have so far?
MAX
Li ke, two hundred seventy-five.
SHOPKEEPER
Mmm  That’'s not gonna cut it, is
it?
MAX

What am | gonna do?

SHOPKEEPER

I have an idea. There's a rich

| ady who cones in here like twice a
week. She’s always giving huge
chunks of noney away to charity.
["1l tell her you're with like, the
mar ch of dimes or sonething. Mybe
she’ || make a donati on.
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MAX
But... isn't that illegal, | nean,
to tell her..

SHOPKEEPER
Yeah, but it’s for a good cause,
right? Nothing nore inportant than
your famly.

MAX

That’ s what ny dad thought.
SHOPKEEPER

But --
MAX

Thanks, | really appreciate you

trying to help but I need to find
some ot her way.

And as he | eaves, no idea what he’'s going to do now. ..

| NT. SMALL APARTMENT - DAY

Max digs through the remmants of the apartnent. He |ooks
everywhere he can think of. Everywhere he renmenbers his
father hiding noney. But he finds nothing.

EXT. W NNEBAGO - NI GHT

Def eated, Max sits with the group of honeless nen. He’'s been
telling themhis story.

MAX
. So unless | can find twenty
t housand dollars, well, eighteen

t housand seven hundred- sonet hing. ..
now, ny nomand ny sister are going
to be served up for dinner at
Rosebud Rest aurant.

M KE
Hey, you find twenty thousand
dollars, you're not going to give
it to those crooks, are you?

MAX
That... Wuld be the plan. | give
them t he noney, they give nme ny nom
and Vi cky.
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M KE
Wiy woul d they do that?

MAX
What do you nean?

HOVELESS MAN #2
Once they got their noney, they
don’t need any of you anynore.

HOVELESS MAN #3
They'I'l kill all three of you.

HOVELESS MAN #2
Let it go. Then at |east one of
you lives.

VAX
I’mnot giving up on them

M KE
What you gotta do, Max, is beat
t hese people at their own gane.
MAX
How do | do that?
I NT. PHONE BOOTH - DAY
Max is in a phone booth, not far fromthe ROSEBUD. He dials
a numnber .

| NTERCUT PHONE BOOTH ROSEBUD RESTAURANT

El ai ne answers.

ELAI NE

Well. | knew you' d cone through
MAX

I’mnot handing it over until | see

Mom and Vi cky.

ELAI NE
| don't really think youre in a
position to negoti ate.
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MAX
Hey. If |1 give you this noney,
what’s to stop you fromkilling al
three of us? | could wal k away, at

| east save nysel f.

ELAI NE
Fine. You can see them Just tell
nme where you are.

MAX
Just put themin front of the
restaurant.

MAX'S POV --
Vi stokia and Luisa stand in front of the Rosebud.

ELAI NE
kay, now you’ ve seen them Cone
over here and give us the noney.

MAX
How do | know you won’t hurt my nom
or ny sister.

ELAI NE
You have ny word.

MVAX
No of fense, but not good enough.
"1l give the noney to your boss.

ELAI NE
You'll deal with ne.

MAX
"1l deal with your boss or we
don't have a deal. Have hi m neet

me out front. ©Oh and keep ny nom
and Vi cky where | can see them

EXT. PHONE BOOTH - DAY
Max i s surrounded by the honel ess nen and t he shopkeeper.
M KE
You did great. You ready for
showt i me, ki d?

MAX
No.
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M KE
That’ s ny boy.

Max | ooks at M ke oddly, then

EXT. ROSEBUD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A MAN, small and not all that inpressive, |ooks around
warily. From behind a bush, Max and the honel ess nmen watch.

MAX
That's the boss?

M KE
No wonder they use the girl as the
nmuscle. Piece of cake.

The Shopkeeper approaches the “boss.”

SHOPKEEPER
(flirtatious)
Hey. Don't | know you from
sonewher e?

The boss, distracted, sm |l es.

BOSS
Refresh ny nenory.

She starts to wal k away.

BOSS
Hey... Were you goi ng?

As he tries to follow her, the HOVELESS MEN grab himand take
hi m away. El aine rushes outside to find MAX right in front
of her.

ELAI NE
What have you done?

MAX
You ki dnapped nmy famly, so |
ki dnapped your boss. But don’'t
worry, it's just business, right?

ELAI NE
What do you want, kid?
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MAX
What do | want? | want my nom and
nmy sister, and I want you people to
| eave us alone. There isn't any
noney left. | don’t know what nmny
dad did with it but we don’t have
it. But I'msorry if he cheated
you out of sonething that bel onged
to you.

He takes a wad of nobney out of his backpack.

MAX
| have three hundred seventeen
dollars. That's all | have. You

can take it and you can have your
boss back. But know that if you
ever cone after any of us again, |
won’t be that nice.

He hands her the nobney. She’s speechless. But she opens a
door, letting Luisa and Vicky go. They rush to Max’ s side,
huggi ng hi m

ELAI NE
| underestinmated you, Max. You
know, if you' re |ooking for a
job...

MAX
Thanks, but | think the famly
busi ness stopped with ny dad.
Besides, | think 1’ve got a future
in nusic.

And as the fam |y wal ks away, safe at last...

EXT. W NNEBAGO - N GHT

The HOVELESS MEN and the BOSS all sit together, drinking beer
and pl ayi ng cards.

M KE
So, what do you do, pal?

BOSS
Ch, this and that.

M KE
Drug deal er, huh? Yeah, that’s
what | used to do, too.
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HOVELESS MAN #2
Yeah, ne too.

HOVELESS NMAN #3
Me tool!

The Boss | ooks around at the three honel ess nen.
BOSS
Definitely gotta find a new |line of
wor k.
And we. ..
FADE TO BLACK.

THE END



